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Benefit: Quieter and Safer
Type: Change of Use
Listing: Gradelll

Previously occupied by Southwark Council, this £6.6m
project undertaken by The Miller Group involved the
major refurbishment and conversion of four 18th
Century buildings, three of which are Grade Il Listed, to
provide campus-style halls of residence together with
leisure and catering facilities for students attending
Camberwell College of Arts.

Conveniently situated next door to the College, the
Camberwell Campus offers affordable accommodation
for up to 155 students and consists of a combination of
single and twin rooms arranged into shared flats and
self-contained studios.

The College is one of the world’s foremost art and
design institutions and one of six colleges that form the
University of Arts London (UAL).
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There is a huge national shortage of quality affordable
student accommodation, particularly in and around
London; and to be able to offer potential students this
standard and range of living-space plays an important
rolein attracting high quality applicants to Camberwell.

The development aimed to achieve a BREEAM
‘Very Good’ rating and provide a quiet and secure
environment for the students.

The existing single glazed sash windows could
not meet the necessary performance levels but
an effective solution to both the insulation and
security requirements was found with Selectaglaze’s
specialist secondary glazing systems.

These were designed to be sympathetic to the existing
windows using matching sliding sash units or full sized
hinged casements. Toughened low emissivity glass was
specified to maximise thermal insulation, achieving
U-values below 2.0, and improve safety.
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More vulnerable windows were treated with products
having a Police Preferred Specification under the
Secured by Design initiative and all windows were
positioned with a deep cavity to optimise sound
insulation. Noise reductions of 45dB are typically
achieved.

A total of 350 widows were treated and, as a reversible
adaptation to the building, the work is fully acceptable
to English Heritage.
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Selectaglaze, founded in 1966 and a Royal Warrant
holder since 2004, is an original designer of secondary
glazing systems working with a very wide range of
clients and has developed particular expertise in the
treatment of period buildings.

The company provides an extensive range of literature
and guidance notes covering acoustics, thermal
performance and security and also offers a technical
advisory service and a RIBA approved CPD Seminar for
professional designers.
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